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“Road/street 
design in Ireland 

has not 
prioritised the 

needs of cyclists 
and pedestrians & 

the needs of 
vehicles have 

been over-
prioritised”

40yrs of 
‘carchictecture’

Published 2013!!



Why is DMURS Needed?
Conventional approach

- Prioritisation of vehicle movement
- Minimise vehicle delays
- Overly large, complex junctions
- Under provision of pedestrian & 

cycling facilities

Excess space

Below Min. Standards

Excess space

Obstructions

Shopping  
Centre

Housing Estate

Excess space

Credit: Jason Taylor, Planning Advisor, DHPLG, May 2019

Pedestrian Crossing time 5 mins



For pedestrians & cyclists =
- Visual clutter
- Traffic dominance
- Unwelcoming environment
- Excessive barriers 

People’s needs are secondary       

Credit: Jason Taylor, Planning Advisor, DHPLG, May 2019

Why is DMURS Needed?
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Broad Street, Waterford, 1990 



Barronstrand Street, Waterford, 1990’s 

Photo: Old places in Waterford FB page
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Broad St. (John Robert Sq.) 2017



Barronstand St., 2019 
Photo: WCCC
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Barronstrand Street

Photo: Old places in Waterford FB page



Credited to Jason Taylor, Planning Advisor, DHPLG, May 2019



The suburbs: 
a DMURS-
free zone!



Car dependence is now 
built-in to SUBurban areas 
as the norm

- Children being driven
short distances
- Elderly people losing
travel independence
- People driving
unnecessarily
- People driving to 
walk/run/cycle 
- Lack of street play

Cellbridge: 1.8 km Vs 0.16km

School

Why is DMURS Needed?

Picture credit:  Jason Taylor 



Dunmore Rd. at Glenville 

Easter hols, 2019, ±1pm
Photo: E. Mullan



We have 
systematically 
designed physical 
activity out of our 
suburban areas….

….because mobility, 
social connectivity 
and housing have 
not been planned 
together. 

http://sligoweekender.ie/?p=333


Shops

Shops

Lismore/Lisduggan: Planned & 
built 1960’s
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Shops
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Dunmore Rd./Williamstown Rd.: 
Planned (?) & built from 1980’s



Carchitecture





Arkeen Shopping Centre, 

Drive-Thru Pharmacy

Ardkeen Village to rearPhoto: E. Mullan
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Arkeen Shopping Centre, 

Ardkeen Village to rear
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Williamstown Rd.



500m-1k to exit on to Williamstown Rd
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- Boundary walls 
- Cul-de-sacs
- Poorly designed 
connections
= Much longer travel 
distances
= Easier to drive!

Barriers  to 
permeability 

2015



Such designs effectively 
prevent walking and cycling 
because destinations (friends’ 
houses, schools, shops, 
workplaces) are too far away, 
and the surrounding roads are 
full of traffic



SPAR etc.

Shop

Tesco’s etc. →



Bracken Court

Accessed from Old Tramore Rd.

Kill St. Lawrence

Accessed from John’s Pk. 

/Airport Rd.

Photos: E. Mullan



We have prioritised cars over people in 
Irish suburbs

Can’t expect people to be active when 
inactivity is so strongly reinforced by 

their environment & thus the prevailing 
social norms




